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MSA welcomes HRH Prince Michael
of Kent GCVO to Motor Sports House
The Motor Sports Association (MSA) was delighted to welcome HRH Prince
Michael of Kent GCVO, Honorary President of the Motor Sports Council, to
Motor Sports House last month for the first time since 1988.
On his last visit Prince
Michael officially opened the
MSA’s new offices following
the company’s move from
its previous headquarters in
Belgrave Square, London.
On this occasion MSA staff
members were delighted
to be presented to His
Royal Highness, a stalwart
supporter of British motor
sport, who spent the morning
learning about the MSA’s
activities in the regulation,
administration, promotion and
development of the sport.
MSA Chief Executive, Colin Hilton, said: “It was a great honour to welcome Prince
Michael here once again. He has a genuine personal interest in our sport and he is
always keen to hear about the latest initiatives. We appreciate his support over many
years, including his endorsement of the MSA’s highest national award for meritorious
service, the HRH Prince Michael Award of Merit, which is bestowed upon the most
worthy recipients.”

MSA selects IAME to power British Cadet kart class
Italian kart engine manufacturer IAME has won a long and exhaustive
tender process for the contract to power the MSA British Cadet Kart
Championship for a minimum of five years from 1 January 2013.
The MSA chose the Parilla Gazelle 60cc UK air-cooled engine following detailed
technical and sporting presentations, extensive on-track testing at Shenington and
Whilton Mill, and dynamometer evaluation.
IAME’s appointment brings to an end the era of the Comer W60 – and its predecessor
the S60 – as the MSA British Cadet Kart Championship engine, having served the
class so successfully since it was established by the late karting legend Martin Hines.
However, in recognition of the large number of Comer engines in circulation, the MSA
intends to sanction a National Comer Cadet Championship until the end of 2015, while
the W60 will also remain eligible at club level.

Find out more about the new cadet engine on page 2 >>>
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IAME Parilla Gazelle 60cc
UK air-cooled engine Q&A
When will the
new units be
available?

MSA highlights opportunities to Central
European Zone
In its capacity as FIA Institute Regional Training Provider, the MSA attended
a workshop in Ljubjiana, Slovenia last month to show the 12 countries
of the FIA Central European Zone the officials and young driver training
opportunities available.
Representing the MSA were Director of Training and Education Allan DeanLewis MBE and MSA training consultant Louise Goodman. Dean-Lewis said:
“This was the first of a series of FIA Institute workshops this year in which
RTPs are invited to promote their work in different regions. We made some
very useful contacts in what is a relatively new region for us, and as a result
we are hoping to assist a number of those countries in gaining grant aid for
their training programmes during 2013, before helping them to move forward
with their subsequent development plans.”

MSA secures sponsorship seminar discount for
licence holders
The MSA has secured a special offer for licence holders to attend a
forthcoming series of one-day sponsorship seminars around the country.
The workshops have been set up by Brian Sims, former Marketing Director
of the Lola and Benetton Formula 1 teams, in conjunction with Oxford
Brookes University and Ellis Clowes. The events, which are designed to help
competitors and events at all levels with their sponsorship-seeking activities,
will take place at eight regional venues, starting with Oulton Park on 21 May.
Sims said: “Hopefully, we can help competitors across all categories and at
all levels develop innovative sponsorship strategies that will greatly improve
their chances of being taken seriously by business decision-makers.”
The course costs £98 for MSA licence holders and £225 for non-licence
holders. Places can be booked online at www.briansims.co.uk.

New competition to find Welsh future star
Llanelli’s Steve Handford has taken the early lead of the Racers’ Edge Junior
Racing Academy’s ‘Search for a Welsh Racing Star’, a Sport Wales-backed
initiative that aims to set a young Welsh driver on the path towards Formula 1.
After two rounds at the wheel of the Racers’ Edge MGZR, Handford leads
by just a single point from Ellis Belton. Team Principal Tony Brown said: “We
are finding some very talented drivers out there, some of whom don’t even
have karting experience. There is a definite enthusiasm for race car driving
amongst Welsh youngsters!”
For further information, visit www.raceat16.co.uk

Competitors and
teams will be able
to purchase the new
engine from
1 October 2012.
Advance orders are now being taken.

What will the new engine cost?
For 2012/2013 the engine and carburettor
package cost is fixed at £846 plus VAT.

How long does the contract run for?
The new contract is for an initial five-year
period, with the MSA having the option of
granting a two-year extension

Will the units be sealed?
No, although the MSA is considering
pooled engines for championships.

Who will supply the engines?
The engines will be supplied by IAME via
their appointed UK dealers.

What will happen to the existing
Comer W60 engines?
The MSA intends to sanction a National
Comer Cadet Championship until the end
of 2015 to ensure that the Comer engines
are not made obsolete by the new IAME
unit, and the Comer W60 will also remain
eligible for club karting. However, from 1
January 2013 all existing Cadet engines,
including Honda WTPs and Comers, will
have their performance restricted to a level
that does not exceed the new IAME.

Which championship will run the
IAME engine?
The IAME engine has been selected for
the MSA British Cadet Kart Championship,
but club championships can also choose to
use this engine.

Who will promote the MSA British
Cadet Kart Championship when it
switches to the IAME engine?
The MSA will launch a tender process
for a new contract to promote the MSA
British Cadet Kart Championship, running
from 1 January 2013 to coincide with the
introduction of the new engine.
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New Invitation Class
at the Palace
Sevenoaks & District Motor Club has
added an ‘Invitation Class’ to this year’s
Crystal Palace Sprint programme.
The new class is open to vehicles
which do not comply with other class
regulations; entries in this class will run
as part of the event, with equal billing
as regards Practice and Timed runs.
However, Invitation Class cars will not
be eligible for fastest time of the day.

MSVR continues show of strength
MSVR has continued to enjoy bumper grids this season, with a capacity 58 starters
for the combined Project 8 Racing Saloons and Marangoni Production BMW in
Association with Kwik Fit championship at Silverstone last month, in support of the
FIA Formula 2 Championship.

This year’s Motorsport at the Palace
event runs over the weekend of 26/27
May. Adult tickets cost £10 per day and
children under 16 enter free, provided
that they are accompanied by an adult.
Further information can be found at
www.motorsportatthepalace.co.uk

U17MC promotes road safety message
Police cadets at Darwen Vale High School have gained a practical insight into road
safety thanks to the help of the Under 17 Motor Club North West.
The club delivered a road safety and driving skills course that aimed to give the 30
cadets aged 14 to 16 the right attitude behind the wheel and an understanding of
the grim reality of road traffic accidents. The course included a driving session with
club members and driving instructors in the school grounds.
PC Sam Kadir, School Beat Manager at Darwen Vale High School, said: “This
initiative will leave a lasting impression on my police cadets and other students at
Darwen Vale High School. The theoretical side of the course makes young people
acknowledge danger under different situations on the road, bringing home the
reality of car crashes, while the practical driving sessions gave a unique experience
that many young people could only wish for at age 14.”

World Rally Radio and iRally sold
World Rally Radio and the iRally App have been acquired by Stagetime Rally Group
(SRG) with immediate effect.
World Rally Radio has been broadcasting for more than a decade, while the newer
iRally app has attracted 400,000 subscribers and has now recruited Daily Telegraph
rally correspondent Dan Prosser onto its editorial team.
“I’m delighted by this development, which takes World Rally Radio and iRally
into a new era with a team of gifted and committed partners,” said Greg Strange,
founder of World Rally Radio and iRally. “During the last 10 years World Rally Radio
has become a legend, and iRally a much respected authority in the sport. Other
championships and series want the coverage World Rally Radio and iRally can
provide, and this new team will enable huge expansion while maintaining the high
standards we have set.”

Gill to be second UK rep
in CIK-FIA Trophy
The MSA has nominated Alex Gill to
be the second UK representative in the
2012 CIK-FIA Karting Academy Trophy.
The MSA was initially invited to
nominate a single driver to contest the
championship and chose reigning CIKFIA European KF3 Champion George
Russell. However, the CIK-FIA later
offered the UK a second slot in the
prestigious three-round championship
for 13- to 15-year-olds that kicks off in
Portugal in July.
“I am grateful for this opportunity to
represent the MSA and UK karting,” said
14-year-old Gill, who lies third in the
MSA British Junior Kart Championship
after round one. “I look forward to racing
some of the best drivers in the world
and would also like to thank everyone
who supported my nomination.”
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Organising Permits
The MSA Competitions and Clubs Department kindly requests
that organisers apply for permits as early as possible,
preferably during the planning stages of their events.
Applying for permits in good time is particularly important
for events that require MSA Stewards, who are generally
allocated at quarterly intervals; if a permit application is
submitted just a few weeks before an event then it can prove
difficult to find an available Steward.

New Autotest Facebook page
MSA British Autotest Championship coordinator Nic Ayre has
launched a Facebook page for the championship.
“I’ve started the Facebook page to compliment the autotest.
org.uk website and hopefully to attract a few more competitors
over the coming years,” said Ayre. “I also plan to use it to
notify competitors of results, forthcoming events and other
news.”
To view the Autotest Facebook page, click here:
www.facebook.com/msabritishautotestchampionship

Hilton praises Lydden volunteers
MSA Chief Executive Colin Hilton and MSA Race, Speed
& Kart Executive Cheryl Lynch headed to Lydden Hill last
month for the opening round of the FIA European Rallycross
Championship.
“Once again Lydden hosted a superb curtain-raiser for the
FIA championship,” said Hilton (pictured with Lynch and the
BTRDA’s Bill Skermer). “We were very pleased to have the
FIA Off Road Commission President, Andy Lasure, and former
President Les Needham there to witness the sterling efforts of
our dedicated volunteer officials, who braved the poor weather
to ensure the successful running of this prestigious event.”

Applications can be submitted online with draft regulations. It
is not necessary to have appointed every official and arranged
all amenities when applying; when drafting regulations
organisers should refer to MSA General Regulation (D)10,
which lists the information required and the order in which the
regulations should be listed. Online applications speed up the
permit process but take-up of this method is currently running
at just 60 per cent.
Organisers are further reminded that while late applications
may incur ‘late fees’ as per Appendix 1(6) of the 2012
Competitors’ & Officials’ Yearbook, there are no fees for
amendments or cancellations.

New awards to reward three drivers
The Silverstone Motorsport UK show and RAVENOL Oil
have announced the creation of The Spirit of Motorsport
UK Awards, with a £10,000 prize fund on offer to three
competitors from karting, racing and rallying.
The competition will be judged by veteran racer Mark Hales,
MSA British Rally Championship organiser Mark Taylor,
Formula Kart Stars boss Carolynn Hoy and Silverstone
Motorsport UK’s Martin Capenhurst. Applicants will be
assessed on their performance, overcoming adversity and
their approach to motor sport.
“We are absolutely
delighted to have
teamed up with
RAVENOL in offering
club competitors of
all forms of motor
sport the chance
to compete for a
selection of prizes,”
said Capenhurst. “These include three cash prizes, product
sponsorship and promotional support, with the winner
announced at Silverstone Motorsport UK in November.”
The winners will receive a trophy, a cheque for £500, a year’s
supply of RAVENOL oils and promotional support from motor
sport marketing agency APEX Consultants. Entries can be
made at www.motorsportshow.co.uk
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TECHNICAL / REGULATIONS

Tobacco advertising
MIA club award up for grabs
The Motorsport Industry Association (MIA) and Motorsport Foundation will award
a £500 prize for the event that best captures the spirit of National Motorsport
Week 2012. The event could be specially organised for NMW or it could be an
existing club event that has been used to support the week-long celebration of
the sport.
For more information or for an entry form, email charlotte.austin@the-mia.com

Cross Country taster
confirmed for NMW
Buxton & District Land Rover
Club will stage a Cross Country
Tyro taster event at Mow Cop,
Staffordshire, on 7 July as part of
National Motorsport Week.
Open to members of the public, the
event will provide hands-on experience of the Cross Country discipline using a
standard, road-legal production 4x4. Tyro Trials allow drivers as young as 13 to
get behind the wheel, provided that a fully RTA-licensed driver sits beside them.
Further information will be made available at www.badlrc.co.uk in due course.

Peterborough MC confirms pair of tasters
Peterborough Motor Club is running taster events at the beginning and end of
National Motorsport Week. First up is an AutoSOLO taster on 30 June to give
newcomers the chance to try their hand at grass roots motor sport. The club
will then run a grass Autotest on 8 July at Willowbrook Farm in Helpston, also
intended for newcomers.

Gold & Silver Goblets confirmed for NMW
Coalville Car Club and Mercia Motorsports have launched the Gold & Silver
Goblets Easilarity Rally, which will take place on 8 July during National
Motorsport Week. The event will comprise Autotests on two surfaces at different
venues, twinned by Regularity Sections. The Autotests will take place at the
Nightowl Truck Stop on the A5 and a field near the finish.
More information can be found at www.coalvillecc.org.uk

North West Taster Event for first-timers
A member of the public will be able to get behind the wheel of a competition car
for free during National Motorsport Week thanks to a tie-up between Accrington
Motor Sports Club, CSMA Club North West Motor Sport Group and Under 17
Motor Club NW.
One person will be randomly picked to take part in AutoSOLO /Production Car
Autotest at Lymm Services on 24 June aboard a car provided by Go Motorsport
RDO Steve Johnson. For a chance to win, visit www.u17mc-northwest.org.uk

The MSA wishes to draw attention to
MSA General Regulation (H)28.1.6.
which clearly states that tobacco-related
advertising is prohibited on all competing
vehicles, their support vehicles and any
other form of equipment – including
helmets, overalls etc – directly connected
to a competitor or entrant. The only
exception to this rule is any car that
ran with such advertising in period, in
which case it must be that specific car,
proven by chassis number. The MSA also
wishes to clarify that (H)28.1.6. continues
to apply even if the tobacco brand in
question is no longer available in the UK.

Bambino regulations
The Bambino kart class regulations
have been amended with effect from
1 May 2012 to include a mandatory
inlet restrictor and fixed rear sprocket
for use with the Comer C50 engine.
These changes do not relate to the other
registered engine, the Honda GX35. To
view the updated regulations, please click
here: http://www.msauk.org/uploadedfiles/
regulations/BambinoRegsMay2012.pdf

Track limits
The Motor Sports Council and Race
Committee have agreed that track
limits should be strictly enforced at race
meetings and have instructed all Clerks
of the Course to adopt a consistent
approach.
Competitors are therefore advised that
breaches of the regulations concerning
track limits will be penalised as follows:
-- 2nd offence: Warning flag
-- 3rd offence: 5 second penalty
-- 4th offence: Drive through penalty
-- 5th offence: Exclusion (breach of
Q14.5. (C)2.1.7.(iv) applies, minimum
4 penalty points)
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Development Squad
reconvenes at Silverstone
The MSA Academy’s Development Squad
members continued their 2012 programme with
a day-long workshop at Silverstone’s Porsche
Performance Centre earlier this month under the
direction of MSA Coaches Greg Symes, Bradley
Ellis and Andy Meyrick.
Team UK racer Alex Lynn also lent support
during the event, which focused on topics such
as pre-race preparation, hydration, career
management and communication.
Formula Renault BARC racer Seb Morris said:
“Events such as the recent MSA Development
Squad day at Silverstone are invaluable to a
young driver like me trying to make it to the
highest levels of our sport. All of the areas that
we covered gave an insight into what it takes to
be a top-level professional driver, while being
able to work with and chat to the other drivers
helped me to expand my horizons in a relaxed
environment.”

PMCs well received by
InterSteps & FFord racers
MSA Coaches James Wozencroft and Adam
Gould have delivered Performance Master
Classes to both Formula Ford and InterSteps
competitors in recent weeks.
The classes delivered were: Maximising your
Potential as an Athlete; Goal Setting and
Planning; Creating Your Winning Team; and
Communications & Sponsorship.
“Every InterSteps driver attended the workshops
and the Formula Ford turnout was very strong
too,” said Wozencroft. “It was great to see the
drivers so enthusiastic and engaged, and a few
of them even stuck around after the sessions
ended to ask more questions. We will struggle to
make the drivers 100 per cent faster but we can
try to give them 100 things to make them one per
cent faster; I think they understood that and so
really took our advice on board.”

MSA News - May 2012

Three-day session for Team UK
A busy three-day programme for Team UK began at Silverstone and
concluded at Motor Sports House in late April.
The national squad began on day one with a fitness training session at
iZone, followed by workshops with AP Brakes and Cooper Tires and a
100%ME anti-doping session with MSA Coach Greg Symes.
The following day the drivers
headed to Wirth Research for
vehicle dynamics and simulator
training under the watchful eyes
of National Coaches David
Brabham, James Wozencroft
and Nicky Grist.
The final day was spent at
the MSA’s offices, where the
drivers met senior staff and took part in a media training seminar with
broadcaster Louise Goodman.
Formula Renault BARC Championship leader Josh Webster said: “I found
the three days to be really beneficial. I was able to compare fitness levels
with fellow Team UK drivers and I also learned a lot regarding brakes and
tyre management. The simulator session offered a lot of seat time and
gave me a greater insight into car set-up, and the day at Motor Sports
House was great fun, firstly meeting the people who are responsible for
the smooth running of British motor sport and then the media training
with Louise Goodman, which was a little nerve-wracking to start with but
which gave me skills that will definitely help me in the future.”

Yelloly kicks off FR3.5 campaign with win
Team UK’s Nick Yelloly dominated
the opening race of the Formula
Renault 3.5 Series at Motorland
Aragon, leading from the first
corner to the chequered flag.
Yelloly, aged 21 from Solihull, lined
up on the front row of the grid and
shot into the lead when the lights
went out, before controlling the
race to the finish.
“The team have put in a tremendous amount of hard work over the winter
and to qualify in P2 and then to get the win is testimony to this hard work,”
said Yelloly. “We leave Motorland Aragon with a win and second place in
the championship so it’s definitely not been a bad weekend!”
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Widening participation and raising awareness of motor sport around the country, particularly among young people

Busy start for new RDO Clark
New Scotland RDO Alison Clark has had a busy
first month in the post, which tasks her with
developing club motor sport north of the border.
Alison has already begun negotiating with
Tesco in the hope of securing use of its car
parks for grassroots motor sport events. She
has also organised – in conjunction with South
of Scotland Car Club – an Autotest at Tesco in
Lockerbie on 4 July during National Motorsport
Week.
“We have a huge problem with young lads
using the streets in the town and Tesco car park
as a racing circuit, and I am hoping that putting on this event will inspire them to
spend their time on doing something more constructive by sparking their interest
in joining a car club,” she said. “If this is a success, I hope it will smooth the path to
approach other Tesco stores regionally.”
Furthermore, Alison has been in touch with the Young Farmers Association
and a feature on clubs’ need for land for grassroots events should appear in its
newsletter soon; she is hoping for a healthy response from farmers so that she can
put them in touch with their nearest clubs.

RDO update
South RDO Rob Manger’s month has included a Go Motorsport school visit to
Alresford After School Club, where he introduced 26 pupils aged nine to 14 to the
sport. As part of his club development duties he has also been liaising with South
Hams Motor Club, Basingstoke Motor Club, Bournemoth and District Car Club and
Silverton Motor Club.
In addition to his visit to Darwen Vale High School and organising a drive for a nonclub member on the Lymm AutoSOLO/PCA, North West RDO Steve Johnson has
been working with Clwyd Vale Motor Club to promote Go Motorsport and hosted a
Go Motorsport display at the Pirelli Cumbria Rally Show. He is also in contact with
Flyde MSC and Lancaster MC regarding June’s Myerscough College show, and
with Rotating Ferrets MC about the Bradford Classic Car Show.

Join the Go
Motorsport campaign
There are many ways for you to
play your part in encouraging more
newcomers into all areas of motor
sport:
• Direct anyone interested in
competing, volunteering or visiting
a live motor sport event to the ‘Go
Drive’, ‘Go Help’ and ‘Go See’
sections of the Go Motorsport
website, www.GoMotorsport.net
• Help us to set up a visit to your local
school by emailing the relevant
contact details to
info@GoMotorsport.net
• Promote the initiative by running
Go Motorsport decals on your
competition car. A selection of free
decals is available from
info@GoMotorsport.net
• Include Go Motorsport
advertisements in your event
programmes. Artwork is available
from the ‘downloads’ section of
www.GoMotorsport.net
• Establish web links to the Go
Motorsport website where relevant or
possible.
• Distribute Go Motorsport promotional
materials. Flyers, pencils, DVDs and
other materials are available from
info@GoMotorsport.net

MSA seeks North East Development Officer
The MSA is seeking a Regional Development Officer (RDO) to
cover the North East region on a part-time freelance basis.
A total of 10 RDOs are spread across the UK, tasked with
delivering the Go Motorsport message to schools and
colleges, as well as working with clubs, associations and
venues to develop motor sport in their areas.

The successful applicant will need a strong knowledge of UK
motor sport, be confident and articulate and have their own
car. Contacts within the North East motor sport community
would be advantageous.
A full job description, together with details of the application
process, can be found on the news pages of
www.GoMotorsport.net
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CHAMPIONSHIPS UPDATE

Dunlop MSA British Touring Car Championship
Mat Jackson and Gordon Shedden shared
the race wins at Thruxton but Jason
Plato maintained his championship lead
following a pair of podiums.

Provisional championship standings
1 Jason Plato – 129 points
2 Gordon Shedden – 125
3 Matt Neal – 115

MSA British Rally Championship
Former champion Keith Cronin returned
to the top step of the podium on the Pirelli
International Rally, while MSA Team UK
driver Elfyn Evans took the championship
lead.

Provisional championship standings
1 Elfyn Evans – 45 points
2 Tom Cave – 42
3 Peter Taylor – 38
= Keith Cronin – 38

Kololi Beach Club MSA British Historic Rally Championship
The title battle remains all square after
round three, the Pirelli Historic Rally, with
Nick Elliott and Julian Reynolds tied atop
the points table.

Provisional championship standings
1 Julian Reynolds – 93 points
= Nick Elliott – 93
3 Rikki Proffitt – 91

MSA British Sporting Trials Championship
Steve Courts won a sodden Jacobean
trial on a tie-break from Josh Veale,
but Roland Uglow maintains a narrow
championship lead.

Provisional championship standings
1 Roland Uglow – 55 points
2 Ian Bell – 54
= Tom Bricknell – 54

MSA British Long Circuit Kart Championship

Chris Walker - Kartpix.net

Chris Walker - Kartpix.net

Chris Walker - Kartpix.net

Paul Platt continued his title defence
with another pair of wins at Silverstone
after fending off stiff competition from the
chasing pack.

Provisional championship standings
1 Paul Platt – 160 points
2 Toby Davis – 134
3 Louis Wall – 127

Edgar’s Hyundai MSA British Kart Championship
Mark Litchfield dominated proceedings at
PFI with two comfortable victories ahead
of Racing Steps Foundation-backed driver
Ben Barnicoat.

Provisional championship standings
1 Mark Litchfield – 100 points
2 Ben Barnicoat – 96
3 Jack Barlow – 90

Edgar’s Hyundai MSA British Junior Kart Championship
Reigning CIK-FIA European KF3
Champion George Russell took the early
British Championship lead with a pair of
victories in the season-opener at PFI.

Provisional championship standings
1 George Russell - 100 points
2 Alex Gill – 94
3 Martin Kodric – 92

MSA British Cadet Kart Championship
Enaam Ahmed and Dean Macdonald
grabbed a win each in the season-opener
at Kimbolton but Josh Smith left with a
slender points advantage.

Provisional championship standings
1 Josh Smith – 376 points
2 Enaam Ahmed – 374
3 Oliver York – 351
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CHAMPIONSHIPS UPDATE

MSA Scottish Rally Championship
Defending champions David Bogie and
Kevin Rae powered to their third win from
three events on the Coltel Granite City
Rally.

Provisional championship standings
1 David Bogie – 90 points
2 John McClory – 72
3 Quintin Milne – 68

Carryduff Forklift MSA Northern Ireland Rally Championship

Jakob Ebrey Photography

Jakob Ebrey Photography

Jakob Ebrey Photography

Songasport

Camillus Bradley was victorious on
the Tour of the Sperrins Rally, though
Derek McGarrity maintains a strong
championship lead.

Provisional championship standings
1 Derek McGarrity – 45 points
2 Drew Stewart – 24
3 Kieron Graffin – 22

Britpart MSA British Cross Country Championship
Former champion Richard Kershaw took
a comfortable win ahead of reigning title
holder Ian Rochelle in the opening round
at Pikes Peak.

Provisional championship standings
1 Richard Kershaw – 86 points
2 Ian Rochelle – 81
3 Ryan Cooke – 76

Cooper Tires British F3 International Series
Carlos Sainz Jr took the championship
lead with a pair of victories at Monza in
Italy, where Felix Serralles was also a
race winner.

Provisional championship standings
1 Carlos Sainz – 74 points
2 Felix Serralles – 66
3 Jazeman Jaafar – 65

Dunlop MSA Formula Ford Championship of Great Britain
Antti Buri, Jake Cook and Luke Williams
claimed a win apiece as the new era of
the EcoBoost chassis got underway at
Oulton Park.

Provisional championship standings
1 Antti Buri – 82 points
= Jake Cook – 82
3 Fred Martin-Dye – 58

Avon Tyres British GT Championship
Provisional championship standings
Ecurie Ecosse took a maiden victory on
their debut at a sodden Oulton Park, while 1 Richard Westbrook – 37 points
Team WFR dominated the GT4 class.
= David Ashburn – 37
3 Matt Griffin – 33
= Duncan Cameron – 33

MSA British Car Trial Championship

Ivan Sansom

Provisional championship standings
Dave Oliver won the Warwickshire car
trial for the sixth consecutive year, beating 1 Barrie Parker – 21points
Nick Pollitt after a dominant performance. 2 John Moffatt – 20
3 Dave Oliver – 17

MSA British Drag Racing Championship
Roger Moore leads the championship
following round one at Santa Pod, having
led qualifying with a career-best 6.725
seconds.

Provisional championship standings
1 Roger Moore - 23 points
2 Graham Ellis - 17
3 Andy Frost - 16
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MEET…

Historic Committee Chairman Rod Parkin
A return to our series of profiles brings us to Committee
Chairmen, beginning with Rod Parkin, who describes the
challenges of Category 4 and the nostalgia of historic motor sport
When and why did you become
involved in motor sport?
I first got involved in the early 1960s
with the Midland Bank Motoring Club. I
just had an interest in motor sport that I
can’t really explain; we didn’t even have
a car in the family until I was old enough
to drive, at which point I started doing
club level competitions such as treasure
hunts, gymkhanas and road rallies.
How did your involvement in the
sport develop?
In the early 1970s I started going to the
Tour of Mull, where on one occasion I
met members of Trackrod Motor Club
at about 3 o’clock in the morning. It
was my local motor club so I joined and
started doing bigger road rallies, as well
as competing on Mull myself as both
a driver and co-driver. Then in 1977
Trackrod MC decided to run a forest
rally, for which I became Clerk of the
Course. It started as a club event and
it’s now grown to be part of the MSA
British Rally Championship. Then a few
years later I was appointed an MSA
Steward.
A little later, in the 1990s, I was Clerk of
the Course for Britain’s round of the FIA
Historic Sporting Rally Championship,
which ran in conjunction with the
Lombard RAC Rally, as it was then
known. I met the then-president of
the FIA Historic Commission, Gunnar
Elmgren, and he invited me to steward
on the Sanremo rally, and that’s when
my involvement in the sport escalated
and became more serious. I’m now
President of the FIA Historic Rally Sub
Commission, which means I have a seat
on the FIA Historic Commission.

When did you join the Historic
Committee and what is the focus of
its work?
I joined in 2005 and was elected
chairman two years later. I think that,
as with all committees, the membership
represents a broad spectrum of
expertise, from competitors and
organisers to officials and technical
experts. Our main objective is to make
sure that cars competing in historic
motor sport are as historically accurate
as possible. That’s the fundamental
principle of the discipline.
Is that objective conducive to safety?
While we want to make sure that
cars remain as they were in period
and therefore carry as few modern
components as possible, we
acknowledge that we need to make
some exceptions regarding risk
management. We always err on the
side of safety, so we don’t allow people
to use period overalls or helmets,
and we also mandate modern seats,
harnesses, roll cages and such like.
Safety is clearly an area in which ‘we
now know better’ so it has to be a real
consideration. But aside from that, the
only other reason for allowing new parts
is in place of components that are simply
not available any more, although the
modern equivalent shouldn’t create a
competitive advantage.
How important is the consultation
process to writing regulations?
It’s invaluable, because no matter
how much experience we have on the
committee, no group is perfect. We
therefore welcome and value input, so
I would certainly encourage people to
keep an eye on the consultation page
of the MSA website and have their
say on the regulations that affect them

when the opportunity arises. I can also
assure people that there’s no question
whatsoever that the comments that
come in are looked at and debated by
the committee.
How close are we to Category 4?
It’s very much under discussion at
the moment but we’re still in the early
stages. The challenge with Category
4 stems from the fact that it is likely to
encompass cars from the early- to mid1980s with more electronics than cars in
the existing categories, so we will have
to proceed with caution. Category 4 has
already been introduced in a staged
manner in FIA championships and we’re
trying to create a similar framework
within national regulations.
Why do you think historic motor
sport is so popular?
I think there’s a basic element of people
reliving their youth, but beyond that I
think the cars are just more interesting
than their modern counterparts, which
you wouldn’t be able to identify without
looking at the badge on the boot lid. I
think cars used to be more individual
and more characterful than they are
now, so there’s certainly a degree
of nostalgia in there. It’s also easier
for people to work on their own cars
because the mechanics are much
simpler, and also the costs of running
them are perhaps more stable.
What is your favourite car of all time?
The Mk1 Ford Escort! I used to have an
RS1600, which was probably the best
car I ever owned. On the racing side
I love pre-war cars, as I’m constantly
amazed that they not only still exist but
are actually being raced as they were
meant to be.
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