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Bill Troughear, 1937-2010
Motor Sports Council Honorary Vice President Bill Troughear passed away at home
recently at the age of 73. Bill was one of the great unsung heroes of motor sport, having
excelled for over four decades in voluntary capacities as a senior official, committee
member, chairman and campaigns organiser.
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He often played leading roles in the successful promotion and management of events
at all levels, which impacted on the sport throughout the UK and particularly on the
community around Cumbria, where he was
based.

Judicial

Bill was presented with the Service to Sport
Award by the Northern Sports Council in
2003 and in the same year was made Vice
Chairman of the Motor Sports Council.
Three years later he became an Honorary
Vice President of the Council and shortly
afterwards was appointed Chairman of
the British Motor Sports Training Trust. He
spent 23 years as Chairman of the MSA
Regional Committee and earlier this year
the Association of North East & Cumbria
Car Clubs bestowed upon him its Lifetime
Achievement Award.
During his time in the sport Bill proved to
be a man of great integrity who was always superbly organised, polite, courteous and
approachable. The MSA sends its sincere condolences to his wife, Val, and to his family
and friends. He will be sadly missed.

Drivers praise Rally of Scotland
Intercontinental Rally Challenge champion Juho Hanninen and 2009 title winner Kris
Meeke have heaped praise on last month’s RACMSA Rally of Scotland, which was
organised by the MSA’s commercial subsidiary International Motor Sports (IMS).
“They are fantastic roads,” said event winner Hanninen. “It was an incredible event and
really nice stages. I really enjoyed them. In places, it was like being in Finland, they were
fast and wide and really good.”
Meanwhile Meeke enthused about
the Loch Ard stage, which he
believes ranks among the world’s
finest. “It’s just an unbelievable
stage,” he said. “It’s just as good as I
remember. You know, when you have
just three or four junctions in about
30 kilometres, that’s going to make
for a really special stage, and Loch
Ard really was it. Once again, the
organisers put on a top-class event.”

Regulations Update

Appointments
Championships Update
MSA Academy
Team UK
Go Motorsport
Profile
Please send us your news.
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Scottish Parliament
During last month’s RACMSA Rally of
Scotland MSA Chief Executive Colin
Hilton took the opportunity to meet with
Scottish Transport Minister Stewart
Stevenson MSP and Sports Minister
Shona Robison MSP. Hilton briefed
Stevenson on the MSA’s campaign to
achieve closed-road motor sport on
mainland Britain, before discussing
with Robison the potential creation of a
Whole Sport Development Plan within
Scotland.

IMS holds Rallyfest to promote Wales Rally GB
The MSA’s commercial subsidiary, International Motor Sports (IMS), staged the
inaugural Rallyfest North Wales in the towns of Conwy and Llandudno last weekend.
The two-day festival was organised to draw attention to the final round of this year’s
FIA World Rally Championship, Wales Rally GB. The event featured a static display
of rally cars, along with driver Q&A sessions and competitions. WRC star Matthew
Wilson also entertained the 14,000-strong crowd aboard his Ford Focus RS WR car.
Conwy Council cabinet member, Cllr Graham Rees, said: “We were delighted to
welcome Wales Rally GB to Conwy, and the event was everything we hoped it
would be. People came from across the UK to enjoy the excitement and action of
the cars and drivers. We received overwhelmingly supportive feedback from people
that genuinely had a fabulous time and I thoroughly enjoyed the weekend.”

Shakedown switch for
Wales Rally GB

F1 drivers pay tribute to
unsung heroes

The shakedown stage for Wales Rally
GB has been moved from Margam
Park to the Barrage in Cardiff Bay,
and will run from 19.00 until 22.00 on
Wednesday 10 November.

Former F1 drivers Damon Hill, Sir
Jackie Stewart, Martin Brundle and
John Watson paid tribute to the unsung
heroes of the pitlane during the recent
Grand Prix Mechanics Reunion.

The change has been made by the
rally organisers in a bid to reduce the
spread of the tree disease ‘Phytophthora
ramorum’ in Margam Forest.

Organised by the Grand Prix Mechanics
Charitable Trust, a registered charity
dedicated to the wellbeing of F1
mechanics, the event took place at the
Grove headquarters of the Williams F1
team. To view a short film of the event,
please visit http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=QXgELA9LTz0

Fans holding a World Rally Pass or
Thursday Day Pass will be granted
access to the shakedown in Cardiff Bay
on the Wednesday evening. Gates will
open at 18:30 for a 19:00 start and the
shakedown will finish at 22:00. Please
note there will be no access to the site
from 21:30.
The location of spectator Car Park ‘L’ in
Resolfen forest will also be moved as an
additional bio-security measure.
For full information, please visit
www.walesrallygb.com

The Trust has created a register of
Grand Prix Mechanics, enabling
mechanics to get back in touch with old
friends and colleagues. F1 mechanics
are invited to register with the Trust by
contacting admin@gpmechanicstrust.
com, while donations can be made
online by visiting http://www.justgiving.
com/gpmechanicstrust/donate.

MSA trains the trainers
As part of its role as an FIA Institute
Regional Training Provider, the MSA
recently ran an International Train the
Trainer course in Birmingham, led by
training consultants Nigel Banister and
Sue Sanders, and supported by the
MSA’s Allan Dean-Lewis.
The course was attended by 21 senior
officials and subject specialists with the
potential to form a team of trainers that
could work either in the UK or overseas
on behalf of the MSA. This would help
the governing body to fulfil its expanding
international role, particularly in areas
such as Officials Training, First on
Scene Training and Extrication Training.
Scottish Motor Racing Club Chief
Marshal Nick Clarke said: “It was without
doubt the best presented MSA course
I have ever attended. I learned a vast
amount this week and believe that the
MSA has hit on a very successful training
team that it should make full use of.”
Dean-Lewis said: “I am very satisfied
that, as a result of this initiative, we now
have a team that is fully prepared to
deliver expert training to other ASNs,
whether in this country or abroad.”
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Lobbying meetings
Colin Hilton recently joined Motorsport
Industry Association (MIA) Chief
Executive Chris Aylett to meet with
representatives from the UK Department
for Business, Innovations and Skills
(BIS) and the Department for Culture,
Media and Sport (DCMS) in London.

Lydden Hill to kick off ERC 2011
Lydden Hill Race Circuit has been awarded the prestigious opening slot of the 2011
FIA European Rallycross Championship calendar on 24-25 April. The Kent circuit
was one of 13 bidding for a place in the 10-event championship and its successful
organisation of this year’s British round was key to the FIA’s decision.
“I’m delighted that we have been successful and that we will bring this major
European event back to Kent again next year,” said Lydden Hill Race Circuit
Managing Director Amy Doran. “This year was only the second time that we
have organised the event and we were ranked third of the ten rounds in the
championship, ahead of more experienced organisers. That’s a real boost both
for my staff at Lydden Hill and the hundreds of Volunteer Officials of Lydden Hill
Motorsport Club who make an event of this stature happen.”

New recruits for RSF
The Racing Steps Foundation (RSF) will field 18-yearold Oliver Rowland and 19-year-old Dan Wells in the
upcoming Formula Renault UK Winter Series.
The move follows a lengthy selection process involving
20 young British race drivers. Rowland and Wells will be
closely monitored and, depending on their performances,
one will be carried forward into next year’s Formula Renault UK Championship.
RSF founder Graham Sharp said: “Motor sport at all levels is a very costly
undertaking and for many young British aspiring racers this is a huge barrier to
progress. With the RSF working with top teams and
advisers, we have been able to identify the best and most
needy talent and help them compete at higher levels in
front of an international audience. Progress in the first three
years has been substantial and I am very heartened by the
sincere commitment and enthusiasm from all of the young
beneficiaries.”

MSA man takes class win
MSA Competitions & Clubs Manager
Simon Fowler won the Novice class of
last month’s Brickhill Trial, run by Falcon
Motor Club. Fowler shared a 1098cc
Hockham special with Alan Hockham.

Issues discussed included the MSA’s
closed-road motor sport campaign,
nuisance laws and forestry access.
“It was a very positive meeting,” said
Hilton. “It’s important that we keep the
interests of motor sport in the minds of
those who can help to facilitate change.”

Clarification for Historic
Road Rallying
Widespread concern has been reported
from the Historic Rallying community
regarding a proposed regulation
published for consultation by Rallies
Committee last month.
The MSA accepts that the wording could
be wrongly construed, but would like to
reaffirm that it was never the intention
to affect historic road rallying and
endurance road rallying.
A new Road Rally working group will
be convened before the next meeting
of the Rallies Committee to consider
all feedback received and to draft more
precise proposals. Subject to approval
by Rallies Committee these will then
come before the Motor Sports Council
in March 2011 for implementation in
January 2012.

Renewal Forms to be
distributed this month
The MSA Licensing Department advises
that Competitor Renewal Forms will
be sent out in mid-November to those
who held a licence in 2009 or 2010.
The Department also wishes to remind
competitors that as of 1 December
2010 they can apply online for their
2011 licences (subject to terms and
conditions) and thus ensure that their
application will be processed within
seven days.
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Junior Champ Evans is
Pirelli Star Driver
Briton wins European Superkart Championship
Former MSA British Superkart Champion Gavin Bennett sealed his third CIK-FIA
European Superkart Championship title with a double victory in the final round at Le
Mans.

Nathan WongSpeedshots.com

“It’s been a tough year,” said Bennett, who was also champion in 2007 and ’09. “The
championship battle went down to the final race, so the pressure was on. I was just
relieved when I took the chequered flag and my third title.”

Briton wins Aussie F3 title
British racer Ben Barker captured the Kumho Tyres
Australian F3 Championship title and the prestigious
Australian Drivers Championship’s Gold Star in
dramatic fashion at Sandown Raceway last month.
Barker triumphed by setting the fastest lap – just
0.0502 seconds quicker than title rival Mitch Evans’
best – in the final race of the year. “It was incredible,”
said 19-year-old Barker. “Even as I took the flag,
I didn’t know how things had worked out. I feel so
proud to walk away with Australia’s top motorsport
award, the Gold Star, and continue the UK’s strong
recent record in this competition. I could not have
done it without the team getting my car out for the
last race – and making it so fast!”

Fifth Gear presenter
breaks UK speed records
Jonny Smith, one of the presenters of
Five’s motoring show Fifth Gear, has
broken seven official UK National Speed
Records aboard a Skoda Fabia vRS at
Millbrook Proving Ground.
Observed by MSA officials to ensure
accuracy and eligibility, Smith broke the
records for Class F (1,000cc to 1,500cc)
over 5km, 10km, 50km, 100km, 5 miles,
10 miles and 50 miles, all of which had
stood since 1990.

Rally NI wins top award
The Toddsleap.com Rally NI became the
first event to win the ‘Best International
Rally’ accolade two years in a row
at last month’s MSA British Rally
Championship Awards Ceremony in
Manchester.
Rally NI Clerk of the Course Michael
Johnston said: “It’s a great privilege to
be able to bring the Trophy back home
to Antrim for another year and it’s a
fitting tribute to the hard work done
by the many volunteers and the
organising team who make the event
happen each year.”

MSA British Junior Rally Champion
Elfyn Evans has been named the 2010
Pirelli Star Driver, the prize for which is a
funded drive in next year’s MSA British
Rally Championship.
Evans, son of former BRC champion
Gwyndaf, competed against eight other
finalists over two days for the prize.
All were assessed on pace-note and
media skills before climbing aboard a
TEG Sport run Subaru Impreza and a
RenaultSport-supplied Twingo R2 for
the driving element.
“This is a fantastic opportunity for me to
move into a four-wheel-drive car next
year,” said Evans. “I’d like to thank Pirelli
for such a great prize and I will put all
my efforts into making it work.”

School pupils design
Formula Ford livery
Racing drivers Joey Foster and James
Wood will contest the Walter Hayes
Trophy at Silverstone this weekend
(6-7 November) in cars carrying liveries
designed by pupils from East Claydon
Primary School.

The pupils, aged seven and under, have
been learning about motor sport during
the Autumn term by linking geography,
history, maths and activities to the sport.
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Clubs sign up to GoMotorsport.tv
The number of channels on the newly-launched GoMotorsport.tv website has now
grown to 30 with a selection of film clips now approaching 100.
An interesting variety of footage has been added in the last month by Ross and
District MC, Sutton and Cheam MC have published a report of the 2010 Abingdon
Car-nival stage rally, Ilkley and District MC have showcase the Ilkley Autotest from
September, while the British Cross-Country Championship has made available the
post-produced TV coverage of the first three rounds of this year’s championship.
GoMotorsport.tv is a free-access, user-generated website dedicated to showcasing
the best of domestic UK motor sport action. The site provides a platform for all MSAregistered clubs to upload material free of charge for all to see.
Clubs or championships wishing to register should e-mail tv@msauk.org.

Thompson wins European Touring Car title
Former MSA British Touring Car Champion James
Thompson sealed his second consecutive FIA
European Touring Car Cup title with second
and third place finishes in the season finale at
Franciacorta in Italy.
“I retained the title and this is all that counts,”
said Thompson upon securing the crown. “I came
here with this goal in mind and I adopted a very
conservative driving style to reach it. I knew
that with all the ballast I had on my car it was impossible to beat [title rival Michel]
Nykjær’s SEAT on the race distance and therefore I focused on finishing both races
in the points.”

Final call for award submissions
The closing date for submissions for the ninth Renault MSA Young Motor Sport
Journalist and Photographer of the Year awards is Friday 19 November 2010.
The winners not only receive recognition as notable talents of the future, but also
cheques for £1000, courtesy of sponsor Renault UK. The winning photographer will
also have their work displayed on the walls within Motor Sports House.
Candidates must have been aged 25 or under on 1 January 2010 and are required
to submit a minimum of three published articles or photographs from the UK media
this year. Application forms are available by email from media@msauk.org.

MSA nominates Sims and Gould for FIA Academy
The MSA has selected Team UK drivers Alexander Sims and Adam Gould as its
nominations for the new FIA Institute Academy worldwide driver development
initiative.
Each national sporting authority (ASN) can nominate a maximum of two competitors
from which the FIA will select 20 finalists to attend a three-day selection event at
a training facility in Austria next February. Ten of these drivers will then be invited
to join the scheme, which aims to develop the skills and attitudes they require to
progress their motor sport careers.
MSA National Race Coach David Brabham said: “Although there will be strong
opposition for them to make the final 10 in this global shoot-out, I am confident that
either one of them would be a fantastic ambassador for the MSA, for Team UK and
for British motor sport.”
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Speedworks commits to
NGTC campaign
Title-winning British GT outfit
Speedworks Motorsport has become
the first team to commit to the new Next
Generation Touring Car (NGTC) for the
2011 Dunlop MSA British Touring Car
Championship.
Team principal Christian Dick has
announced his Chester-based squad
will use a Toyota Avensis built by GPR
Motorsport to the NGTC regulations,
which are set to reduce costs drastically.
Tony Hughes, who raced for Dick’s team
in the BTCC-supporting Ginetta G50
category this year, will drive the car.
btcc.net
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Dick said: “It’s our first foray into touring
cars and we hope it is part of a multiyear attack. Tony will be stepping up but
he’ll have guys to race against on the
big stage.”
Former BTCC Champion James
Thompson gave the first NGTC car –
also a GPR-built Avensis – its maiden
public outing on Finals Day at Brands
Hatch last month.

Licence holders get Race
Car Live discount
MSA licence holders are eligible for
discounted entry to the Race Car Live!
motor sport show, which takes place at
Brands Hatch on 20-21 November.
Competitors, marshals and officials
will find a voucher enclosed within the
Autumn edition of Motorsports Now! that
entitles them to a £10 discount on the
£15 entry fee. MSA licensed competitors
are also able to place any competition
cars for sale within the ‘Race Cars for
Sale’ area free of charge.
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Star names confirmed for
Autosport International
Some of motor sport’s most high profile
men and machines have been lined up
for Autosport International, which takes
place at Birmingham’s NEC on 15-16
January 2011.
MSA British
Touring Car
Champion
Jason
Plato, commentating legend Murray
Walker and grand prix racer-turnedcommentator Martin Brundle will appear
in the Fifth Gear Live Action Arena and
on the Autosport Stage.
Brundle said: “The show is a firm date
in my diary and I’m looking forward
to returning in 2011 to see the fans,
my friends and colleagues from the
industry, and get the inside information
on what’s new for the coming season.”
There will also be a McLaren Racing
exhibit, headlined by Ayrton Senna’s
1988 McLaren MP4/4 – the most
successful F1 car of all time – and the
new MP4-12C road car.
Adult day tickets cost £30 and children’s
tickets £19.50, with group tickets also
available. To book, visit
www.autosportinternational.com

Burns Foundation
auctions Rally GB rides
The Richard Burns Foundation (RBF)
is auctioning rides in a selection of
the 2001 World Rally Champion’s
competition cars during the upcoming
Wales Rally GB.
Lots up for grabs include a ride
alongside MSA National Rally Coach
and three-time MSA British Rally
Champion Mark Higgins aboard the late
Burns’ Peugeot 206 WRC. To bid for a
seat alongside a guest driver on Wales
Rally BG, please visit
http://tinyurl.com/32v6p6c
The Foundation aims to help people
who are affected by serious illness or
injury. For more information, please visit
www.richardburnsfoundation.com
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WOMEN IN MOTOR SPORT

Richardson, Paveley and Moore in VW shootout
MSA Advanced Apprenticeship in Sporting Excellence (AASE) student Louise
Richardson, Jade Paveley and Sarah Moore represented the UK in an international
competition to select a female competitor for a funded drive in the 2011 Volkswagen
Scirocco Junior Cup.
The 11 competing drivers were put through numerous tests at Oschersleben in
Germany, including balancing a ball on the bonnets of their VW Polos while driving
a slalom course. There followed a
qualifying session in which Richardson
was fastest of all by almost four tenths
of a second. However, the overall winner
was 20-year-old Maiken Rasmussen
from Denmark.
“We were told that a lap in the 1m48s
range would be almost impossible but
I ended up a couple of tenths off a
1m47s,” said 17-year-old Richardson,
who finished third overall in this year’s Ginetta Junior Championship. “There’s a
race coming up in Germany and the top eight finishers are due to get a place in
the Junior Cup next year, provided they can find the money for it. As I finished as
runner-up in this event, I’ve been given one of those eight places without having to
do that qualifying round.”
If Richardson cannot find the funds necessary to contest the Junior Cup then the
opportunity will be handed on to Moore, who was third-fastest on the day.

Women in Motorsport
seminar to take place in
Coventry
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The first ever training seminar to be held
by the MSA Women in Motorsport Group
will take place at the Holiday Inn hotel in
Coventry on 12 December.
The one-day seminar will provide
training and information on a range of
topics, such as media skills, personal
effectiveness and handling conflict.
Guest speakers will include 1982 Vice
World Rally Champion Michèle Mouton,
television presenter Louise Goodman,
and the renowned Stuart Turner.
Anybody wishing to attend should visit
www.volunteersinmotorsport.co.uk,
click on ‘Training Days’ and fill in the
appropriate registration form.
Places are limited and will be allocated
on a first-come, first-served basis.
For more information, please email
womeninmotorsport@msauk.org.

Powell wins FRenault
Alice Powell became the first female
driver to take a Formula Renault title
by winning the 2010 Protyre Formula
Renault BARC Championship.
Powell, 17, captured the crown with her
second race victory of the year in the
season finale at Thruxton. “In the final
race I started on pole, got a good start
and led from lights to flag to win the
championship!” said Powell. “It’s been
a mega year; big thanks to my engineer
Sarah Shaw for all her help and the
effort she has given me this season, as
well as to my team Hillspeed and all my
sponsors.”
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MSA CHAMPIONSHIPS UPDATE
Songasport

btcc.net

Chris Walker - Kartpix.net

Plato takes second BTCC
title with 60th win

Dilworth wins Cross
Country title

Litchfield earns fourth
British Kart crown

“The BTCC is one of the very best
championships in the world so to win it is
a very magical feeling,” said Plato, who
has now equalled Andy Rouse’s record
of 60 BTCC race wins. “Sixty wins… it
sounds nice, doesn’t it? But not as nice
as 61!”

“I’m ecstatic with the title; the car ran
like a dream,” said 33-year-old Dilworth,
whose navigator Andy Brinkman is Chief
Designer at World Rally Championship
squad M-Sport.

“I got off to a great start and won
seven of the first eight finals and it was
pretty much over from then. I’d say it’s
probably my most comfortable title win
so far.”

Jason Plato earned his second Dunlop
MSA British Touring Car Championship
title with a pair of lights-to-flag victories
on Finals Day at Brands Hatch.

Chris Horner - www.mccrash.co.uk

Allingham and
Glennester are Welsh
Rally Champions

Alex Allingham and his co-driver Mark
Glennerster won the Hankook MSA
Welsh Rally Championship title with a
third-place finish on the Cambrian Rally.
“We would like to thank Hankook for the
tyres we have used all season, which
have been excellent and handled every
condition and situation we have thrown
at them,” said Allingham. “It looks likely
that we’ll be back to defend our title in
2011.”

Tim Dilworth was crowned the Britpart
MSA British Cross Country Champion
after finishing second in the final round
of the season at Walter’s Arena.

Steve Gregg

Edwards wins English
Rally Championship

Matt Edwards was crowned the 2010
MSA English Rally Champion after the
penultimate round of the season, the
Trackrod Clubman Rally.
“It’s been a great year; we had five
good results and that really sealed the
title,” said 25-year-old Edwards from
Llandudno. “It feels great to have an
MSA title, which always looks good on
your CV.”

Mark Litchfield has taken his
fourth StingrayRV MSA British Kart
Championship title. Twenty-seven-yearold Litchfield from Lincolnshire said:

Hankook Ireland

Biggerstaff takes NI Rally
Championship spoils
Stuart Biggerstaff and his codriver Anthony Nestor sealed the
Hankook MSA Northern Ireland Rally
Championship title with a fifth-place
finish on last month’s Down Rally.
Biggerstaff, 22, said:

“I can’t believe it! It will take a while
to sink in! Twelve months ago I could
never have imagined winning the
championship. I have to say a big ‘thank
you’ to everybody who has helped
throughout the year!”
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The MSA Academy
As the governing body of all four-wheeled
motor sport in the UK, the MSA has a
duty of care to its young licence holders.
The MSA is committed to investing in
the training and development of young
drivers and has created the MSA
Academy framework for this activity.
Under the direction of the MSA’s
Performance Director and 2001 WRC
champion co-driver Robert Reid, the
Academy creates a development
pathway that takes competitors from
as young as eight years of age up to
national level and ultimately onto the
world stage. It provides training, advice,
guidance and information for talented
young competitors through a series of
programmes, including Performance
Master Classes, the Advanced
Apprenticeship in Sporting Excellence
(AASE) and the MSA Team UK national
squad.
Yet, as well as creating champions,
the MSA Academy also underlines the
MSA’s commitment to the education
of young drivers and to providing a
safety net at every level for those that
ultimately don’t make the grade as world
class competitors. The MSA Academy
provides:
• Young Driver Support
• Performance Master Classes
• Advanced Apprenticeship in
Sporting Excellence (AASE)
• Team UK
The Racing Steps Foundation (RSF) –
Educational Partner
The work of the MSA Academy is
kindly supported by the Racing Steps
Foundation, whose investment enables
the educational message to be spread as
widely as possible among young motor
sport competitors. For further information
about the RSF, please visit
www.racingsteps.com

Sainsbury’s aids MSA Academy at Ellough Park
The Sainsbury’s ‘Try Team’ delivered cookery classes to Formula Kart Stars
competitors and their parents at Ellough Park last month, as part of the MSA
Academy’s Performance Master Classes.
The Try team delivered 30-minute sessions to demonstrate how easy it is to cook
healthy meals with minimal cooking facilities during race weekends. “We were
delighted to participate in the workshops with the MSA in Ellough Park,” said the Try
Team’s Sian Fox. “We demonstrated a selection of quick, healthy and tasty meals
sure to fuel race winners! The competitors and their parents seemed to really enjoy
the sessions, with recipes eagerly taken!”

Master Classes popular at KartMania
MSA Academy Performance Master Classes were delivered to almost 100 young
karters at this month’s KartMania exhibition in Coventry. MSA Coaches Greg
Symes, Tom Gaymor and Tom Onslow-Cole delivered all six workshops over the
two days.
Gaymor said: “The Performance Master Classes they are becoming increasingly
popular among young competitors and their parents. We were encouraged by such
a strong turnout at KartMania and we look forward to expanding on our successful
programme next year.”

AASE teams up with West Ham
Students on the MSA’s Advanced Apprenticeship in Sporting Excellence (AASE)
programme visited the West Ham United Academy training ground earlier this month
to learn about the principals of sports coaching as part of their BTEC qualification.
MSA Coach Greg Symes said: “It’s always good to mix with other professional
sports organisations to enhance the content of our own course. The AASE drivers
spent time with their football counterparts and found it a really positive experience.”
Meanwhile the students have completed one-on-one sessions with dieticians and
psychologists at Loughborough College, in addition to visiting Silverstone’s Porsche
Performance Centre to undertake strength, fitness and reaction tests. The students
also spent time recently at Motor Sports House, where they concentrated on the
Psychology in Sport module.
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Stevens quick in
FRenault 3.5 test
Will Stevens out-paced
his Formula Renault UK
Championship rivals during a
Formula Renault 3.5 test at
Motorland Aragon last month.
Stevens, who finished fourth
in this year’s FRenault
Championship, ended the
session in 10th place, ahead
of title winner Tom Blomqvist and runner-up Lewis Williamson. All three had been
awarded the test as a prize for their performances this season.
“I spent the day before testing with Epsilon before moving to P1,” said Stevens.
“The car felt good and we weren’t far off the top pace. I was really impressed with
the down force of the car and my first choice for next year would be a full season
of World Series. We’ll just have to see how things work out though with regards to
budget.”

National squad visits Williams F1
Team UK visited the Grove headquarters of the Williams F1 team recently as part of
its training and development programme.
The national squad met with Jonathan Williams and held a technical Q&A session
with Technical Director Sam Michael, before touring the team’s factory.
“The time we spent with Sam was invaluable,” said Oli Webb, who tested Formula
3 Euro Series machinery at Nagaro recently. “I’ve been to Williams a few times
and it’s always very worthwhile, as it’s vital to maintain close contact with world
championship teams where possible.”

Tincknell eyes British F3
Harry Tincknell plans to race in the
Cooper Tires British F3 International
Series next year. Tincknell, who finished
fifth in this year’s Formula Renault
UK Championship this year, drove for
Fortec Motorsport during test sessions
at Monza and Silverstone recently. “It’s
a natural step up from Formula Renault,
as [national squad team-mates] James
[Calado] and Oli [Webb] showed last
year,” said Tincknell. “I was testing with
Will Buller and it’s good to have known
him for a year through Team UK; he
could teach me quite a lot.”

McCormack closes
French points gap
Marty McCormack cut the gap to French
Citroen Trophy leader Jean Renaud
Marchal to six points by finishing second
in class on the European Championship
Rallye Antibes Cote d’Azur.
McCormack, 24, displayed strong
pace but was hampered by a puncture
on the final day. “I was gutted,” said
McCormack. “I have no idea what
caused the tyre to deflate - I didn’t hit
anything or put a wheel off so it’s a bit of
a mystery to me. I know it hurts though! I
wanted that win!”

Sims shines in GP3 test
Alexander Sims showed strong pace
during a recent GP3 Series test at
Jerez, setting the second fastest time
on the opening day.

The 22-year-old ran with Tech 1, Status
Grand Prix and ART Grand Prix, with
whom he contested this year’s Formula
3 Euro Series. “Jumping from team
to team each day isn’t something I’ve
done before but it was very productive,”
said Sims. “I got on top of the driving
style required for GP3 quite quickly
and definitely gained a good basic
understanding of the car which will
stand us in good stead if we end up in
GP3 next year.”
Sims will drive for the Räikkönen
Robertson team in the 57th annual
Macau F3 Grand Prix later this month.

Tough outings for
Weston Jnr
Dave Weston Jnr endured a series of
problems on the Rally of Scotland and
the Rally of Spain.
Weston suffered a puncture in Scotland
that led to brake issues and forced his
subsequent retirement. He re-entered
under SupeRally rules but picked up
three more punctures on the Sunday.
“Spain was a lot better,” said Weston,
19. “On the first stage we had brake
problems again and lost 29 minutes,
but after that the times were good and
we moved up the leader board. On the
Sunday we set fastest Group N times
on four stages.”
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Widening participation and raising awareness of motor sport around the country, particularly among young people

Jake Humphrey answers
the rallying call
BBC F1 presenter Jake Humphrey
co-drove for motor sport pundit Tony
Jardine on last month’s Cambrian Rally,
as part of the Go Motorsport campaign.

Going Greenpower
Go Motorsport continues to work
closely with Greenpower, a nationwide
initiative that promotes engineering
and technology among students via the
designing and racing of single-seater
electric vehicles.
At the recent School Sports Partnership
Exhibition in Telford the Go Motorsport
stand featured Shrewsbury School’s
24-volt racer, and the campaign had an
even bigger presence at Greenpower’s
season finale at Goodwood. Record
crowds attended the event and the Go
Motorsport display, which included an
AT&T Williams, proved a major draw.
Williams F1 partner RBS kindly loaned
the Williams F1 car and also provided
a special prize for Formula 24+ winners
Sandbach High School: a trip to
Williams’ factory in Grove for to watch
the Abu Dhabi Grand Prix. Joining them
will be 10 UK marshals, again thanks to
the generosity of RBS.

The pair finished second in class N3 and
generated substantial media coverage
for both the sport and the Go Motorsport
initiative; Humphrey’s exploits were
followed by both The Sun newspaper
and the BBC, which screened footage
of his outing during its coverage of the
Korean Grand Prix.

faster in the car. We ended the day by
being the fastest in our class on the last
stage, finishing second in class overall the perfect end to a great day.
“Formula One is the pinnacle of motor
sport, but rallying is motor sport for the
people,” he continued. “You start on
seafronts, you drive through forests and
there are blokes with flasks of tea at
the end. Rally people are so passionate
and so friendly, so for them to let me
into their world for one day, I’m really
privileged. You don’t need to be a
millionaire, you just need a car and a
brave co-driver or a brilliant driver and
you’ll be fine!”

Join the Go Motorsport
campaign
There are many ways for you to play your
part in encouraging more newcomers into
all areas of motor sport:

“It was the most exhilarating, scary,
enlightening and educating afternoon
of my life,” said Humphrey, who was
navigated Jardine aboard a ProSpeedprepared Ford Fiesta ST 150. “The first
stage was petrifying because I couldn’t
believe that we were driving so fast just
inches away from the trees. Slowly Tony
and I started working together, and got

Pedal to the metal

October proved to be a record month for Go Motorsport; the GoMotorsport.net
website is receiving unprecedented numbers of new visitors, while the number of
School Visits carried out by the initiative’s 10 nationwide Regional Development
Officers (RDOs) continues to soar.
More than 35 schools signed up for visits
at the recent School Sport Partnership
Exhibition and Greenpower finals. RDOs
have also been busy promoting the
campaign at various high-profile events
throughout the UK, including Rallyfest
in North Wales, KartMania in Coventry
and the Nitro Festival at Nutt’s Corner in
Northern Ireland.

• Direct anyone interested in competing,
volunteering or visiting a live motor
sport event to the ‘Go Drive’, ‘Go Help’
and ‘Go See’ sections of the
Go Motorsport website,
www.GoMotorsport.net
• Help us to set up a visit to your local
school by emailing the relevant contact
details to info@GoMotorsport.net
• Promote the initiative by running Go
Motorsport decals on your competition
car. A selection of free decals is
available from info@GoMotorsport.net
• Include Go Motorsport advertisements
in your event programmes. Artwork is
available from the ‘downloads’ section
of www.GoMotorsport.net
• Establish web links to the Go
Motorsport website where relevant or
possible.
Distribute Go Motorsport and Let’s Go
Karting promotional materials. Flyers,
pencils, DVDs and other materials are
available from info@GoMotorsport.net
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TECHNICAL / REGULATIONS

APPOINTMENTS

Sporting Car Trials

Bonnet pins

The MSA has approved an amendment
to General Regulation Section L Tyre
List 3 which governs the permitted
tyres for Sporting Car trials. From 1st
November 2010, the following tyres will
be added to the list: Vredestein T-Trac;
Toyo 330.

The MSA Technical Department advises
that there is no mandatory requirement
for Bonnet Pins to be fitted to Stage
Rally cars. However, vehicles in all
disciplines must comply with General
Regulation (J)5.20.2, which states
that all vehicles must ‘have positive
fastenings for all doors and all hinged or
detachable parts of the bodywork’.

This revision, which will continue
through into 2011, has been
necessitated by the unexpected loss
of supply of the existing tyres from the
European market.

Rotax Regulations
Competitors are reminded that only
lead acid gel batteries on the list
of alternatives stated in the class
regulations are permitted in the Rotax
classes. Some lithium battery suppliers
are using the same type number for their
replacement batteries, but these are not
permitted as the battery must be of the
same specification as the Rotax original.

Autocross Windscreens
The MSA Technical Department wishes
to clarify General Regulation (N)4.10,
which covers windscreens in Autocross
and Clubcross vehicles. To meet the
requirements of (N)4.10, vehicles must
be fitted with either a windscreen or a
2.5cm matrix wire mesh. For example, if
the vehicle does not have a windscreen
fitted, a wire mesh must be fitted in its
place.
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Roll Over Protection
Systems clarification
In the case of international events,
FIA requirements for ROPS must
be met. This means that either the
ROPS is to be built in accordance with
FIA Regulations or homologated in
accordance with FIA requirements.
For national events a ROPS that
meets the requirements of the FIA is
acceptable, as is a ROPS constructed in
accordance with MSA Regulations. The
detail of ROPS requirements is set out
within (K)1 of the MSA Competitors’ &
Officials’ Yearbook. The third possibility
is for the ROPS to be homologated by
the MSA for national competition.
Where it is claimed that a ROPS is
homologated the competitor must make
available the relevant homologation
papers and the scrutineer must be
satisfied that the ROPS in question has
indeed been homologated. The papers
for homologated ROPS may have been
issued by the FIA, the MSA (in which
case the MSA logo will be evident) or
through another ASN.

Secretary to the
Chairman and Chief
Executive’s office
The MSA is seeking a Secretary to
support the Assistant to the Chairman
and Chief Executive.
This full-time role will be based at
Motor Sports House in Colnbrook,
Slough. Applicants with suitable
experience are required to send their
CVs to Margaret.Forrest@msauk.org
by close of business on Friday 19
November 2010.

Jennifer Carty
Jennifer Carty has been appointed the
MSA’s new Volunteer Officials Training
Coordinator, and will work alongside
Head of External Affairs Allan DeanLewis from 8th November 2010. She
succeeds Richard Nunn, who recently
moved on to work for the Rugby
Football Union after five years.
Jennifer – whose previous position
within the MSA Licensing Department
will be taken by Chris Gillingham – has
recently been part of a focus group
looking at the future of marshalling.
She has also attended a number of
motor sport events to meet marshals in
action and to raise her awareness and
understanding of their essential role.

JUDICIAL

Matt Digby
The National Court convened on Tuesday 2 November 2010
to consider an eligibility appeal by Mr Digby against the
exclusion of Car No 51 from the results of a race at Oulton
Park on 2 October 2010 for eligibility non-compliance under
MSA General Regulation C3.5 and J1.1.
The Court considered evidence including the MSA Stewards
Report of the meeting, the Non-Compliance Report, the Clerk

of the Course Report form and Amendment form, the Eligibility
Appeal Form, a written submission by Mr Digby and two
camshaft drive gears.
The Court considered that the evidence against Mr Digby was
unsatisfactory and therefore directed that Mr Digby’s race
result be re-instated and the Appeal fee returned. No order is
made as to costs.
This is a summary of the findings of the National Court. Full
findings will be published in Motorsports Now!.
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MEET…

International Motor Sports (IMS) Chief Executive Andrew Coe
This month, the man at the helm of the MSA’s commercial subsidiary
discusses the Rally of Scotland and the future of Wales Rally GB.

What is your professional background?
I’ve been working in sport for around 30
years now, beginning in the sports goods
industry with Dunlop Slazenger. I started in
research and development before moving
into manufacturing and then marketing and
sourcing. I worked out in the Far East for
a while and gained an understanding what
goes into sports technology and equipment.
I then joined the International Tennis
Federation (ITF), where I was responsible
for rules and regulations governing the sport.
It was also a commercial role, as I was
responsible for licensing the main events
in team tennis. After 20 years in the sport I
decided that I wanted a change, and I was
aware that there was a vacant position within
the commercial arm of the MSA. So I started
working here nine years ago.
What is International Motor Sports (IMS)?
IMS is effectively the commercial arm of the
MSA, and we administer the MSA’s main
events on its behalf. IMS is a separate legal
entity from the MSA, which means that we
can adopt a more commercial culture.
How big is the IMS team and what exactly
is it tasked with?
There are only six of us working full-time at
Motor Sports House and two more parttime. Then we have about 30 contractors
that join us during certain stages of the year
to deliver the various events, and of course,
like any sports event Organiser we rely on a
vast army of volunteers to help us deliver the
events.
Wales Rally GB is our biggest job because
we’re the promoter as well as the organiser,
whereas for the British Grand Prix we’re
only responsible for what happens within the
track confines. It takes an awful lot of effort
and administration to deliver these events.
The core activities of the IMS staff are to
control the finance, budgets, marketing and
promotion.

What are your thoughts on the RACMSA
Rally of Scotland after the first two years?
What we’ve put together in a very short
space of time is a brand new event that’s
been widely praised for its organisation. In
fact one leading driver said it’s among the
best rallies in the world, which is very high
praise indeed. We still have a lot of work
to do in terms of delivering a rally that is
commercially sustainable, and working out
why spectator numbers haven’t been as high
as we’d expected. But everything else has
been absolutely first-class and has exceeded
our expectations.
Wales Rally GB is just around the corner.
What is the challenge going forward?
We’ve got a year left of our sponsorship
agreement with the Welsh Assembly
Government and so we now have to
convince the next title sponsor of our round
of the WRC, whether it be Wales again
or another part of the UK, that this event
represents a unique opportunity to promote
their areas and reap the rewards of such
huge global exposure.
In terms of the event itself, we want to spread
it out further across Wales. Fortunately,
the regulations that govern us as the event
organiser are now relaxing slightly, whereas
they have, hitherto, been very limiting of
our ability to determine a rally route which
can take our sport to the people. I believe
that the door is now open for us to seriously
consider a route which could start in north
Wales and finish in south Wales, taking in
new forests, towns and villages in between.
That means we’d be taking the sport back to
the public rather than expecting the public to
come to us. This concept is really taking the
event format back to a period that most rally
experts believe to be the heyday of rallying
and I think it’s the future of Rally GB.
We’ve also got to work hard to get the sport
back onto terrestrial television. The evidence
is clear; that unless, as a sport you are
consistently in the public eye at the highest
level, people lose interest very quickly.

If it is successful, how could the MSA’s
closed-road campaign affect the rally?
Everyone in the sport is aware of just how
important the campaign is. If you can take
rallying closer to population centres then the
reaction is going to be very positive because
it’s a truly spectacular sport. If we could
suspend the Road Traffic Act then we could
perhaps move a special stage into the middle
of Cardiff... or perhaps even London. Then,
the sky’s the limit.
What is new for this year?
We’re running a special stage on Thursday
and Saturday evenings across the Cardiff
Bay Barrage and along some of the private
roads that make up Cardiff Docks. We’ve
also got a new stage in Radnor forest, which
hasn’t been used on Rally GB for more than
10 years because it was out of reach under
the old regulations. We are also taking the
final stage of the event back to Margam Park.
We also have a new national rally added to
the main WRC event which has been hugely
over-subscribed; meaning that we will have
over 120 cars taking part this year.
This year is really about trying new things. All
children’s tickets are £1, which hopefully will
encourage families to come along. And HMS
Monmouth will docking next to the service
park – which is free to visit – on the Friday,
so there are plenty of reasons for people to
come along and then hopefully buy a ticket
to see part of the competitive event. All in all
I believe this year’s Wales Rally GB will be
giving rally fans what they want – and it is
going to be a real cracker!
What do you most enjoy about working
within motor sport?
What’s great is working in any environment
where there’s passion. It’s fantastic to be able
to work with people who really care and don’t
look at what they’re doing simply as a source
of income, but as something they do because
they truly believe in it. In motor sport, you’re
always working with people with the same
aim at heart.
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